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REMARKS 

Claims 4-10, 13-14, 16-17, 21-24 and 26-27 have been 
amended to refer to only one preceding claim. Each of the 
dependent claims, as amended, now depends on only one 
preceding claim. Therefore no additional fee is required 
for multiple dependency. 

Prompt, favorable action is solicited. 


{/} Respectfully submitted, 


CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 



Ricnara M. Beck, Reg. # 22 , 580 
P.O. Box 2207 

Wilmington, Delaware 19801 
(302) 888-6235 
Attorney for Applicants 
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- 4. The method as claimed in [one of claims 1 to 3] claim 
i. characterised in that a fluid with . speclflc welght } J£* 

arffers from that of the first material component is used as 
the washing fluid. 


5. The method as claimed in (one of claims 1 to 4 J claim 

aji:::::?" ln that - in the case ° f i~ 

(12) arranged ln cascade one above the other, the material to 
be eparated is introduced into the container at an upper sedi- 
mentation chamber (12,, „ pstrea m in th . sedimentation direction 
na the washing fluid ls introduced ^ ^ ^ ~*«». 

aLctL e „ en r ti0n Chamb6r U2) ' d °" nStream in the -Station 

at the l " a " er fl °" inS thr ° U9h Sediment fil ™ 

at the lower sedimentation chamber ,12), the washing fluid 

subse q uent ly flows against the sedimentation direction to the 
sediment film of the sedimentation chamber (12) above. 

1 characte^ " " '° ne °* ClaimS 1 tD 51 

I, characterized in that the material with the enriched fi7^~ 

Id L la t h TTr ent ^ eVa ° Uated 3t °' the <") 

and m hat the washing fl uld is evacuated with the second 

material component at an opposite end of the container UO). 

7. The method as claimea in [one of claims 1 to 6 ] claim 

matetaTr'^ ^ » lth «» 

bLe , T ent "° KS thr ° USh M MnUlar <*«*"» <») *» the 
base (14 ana, in the process, an annular closed s.diment film 

« formed, and in that the washing fluid flows through the an u - 
iar closed sediment film from the outside to the inside or I 
the inside to the outside. 

8. The methoa as claimed in [one of claims 1 to 7 J claim 
I. characterized in that Kinetic energy is specifically n^ 
duced by means of a motive element in the container (1 ,, ln 
particular in the region of the sedimentation zone 
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9. The method as claimed in [one of claims 1 to 8 ] claim 
1, characterized in that a sedimentation direction, in which the 
sediment film flows, extends in the same direction or opposite 
to a gravitational direction of the gravitational field. 

10. An appliance for material separation, in particular 
for carrying out the method as claimed in [one of claims 1 to 91 
claim_l f having a container (10), which comprises at least one 
sedimentation chamber (12) for accepting and sedimenting a 
material, which is bounded at one end by a base (14) which has 
an opening (16) for evacuating a sedimented material, a flow 
devxce for supplying a washing fluid being provided in the 
container (10), characterized in that 

- the opening (16) in the base (14) of the sedimentation chamber 
(12) is configured as a gap by means of which a continuous 
sedxment film can be generated during the evacuation of the 
sedimented material, and 

- the flow device comprises at least one duct (18, 20), which is 
arranged in a region of the outlet of the sediment film from the 
gap and is configured for the approach flow of the washing fluid 
through the sediment film. 

13. The appliance as claimed in claim 11 [or 12], charac- 
terized in that an outer duct (18) is configured as an annular 
feed duct and surrounds the annular sediment film, and in that 
an inner duct (20) is arranged as evacuation duct within the 
annular sediment film and is configured for evacuating the wash- 
ing fluid which flows through the sediment film. 

14. The appliance as claimed in [one of claims 10 to 13] 
Claim 1Q -' cha ^terized in that a plurality of sedimentation 
chambers (12) are arranged in cascade one above the other in a 
container (10). 

16. The appliance as claimed in [one of claims 10 to 15] 
Claim 10 - char acterized in that the base (14) of the sedimenta- 
tion chamber (12) is configured as a funnel shape toward the gap 
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al7 in I aPPlianCe 95 Claimed ^ tone of claims 10 to 16] 
S^mIO. characterized in that the sedimentation chamber (12) 
has a rotatxonally symmetrical configuration relative to a center 
line, and ln that the sedimentation chamber (12) has at least 
two annular wall elements (22, 25; 24, 28), of which at least 
one wall element (22- 25 201 i« , 

to the center line. ^^red conically rela tive 

claim 1* T aPPllanCe 85 Clall " ed - I°ne of claims 18 to 20) 
g lailn 18 ■ characterized in that the stanrl OKI v 
axially. an be displaced 

22. T he appliance as claimed in [one of claims 18 to 21] 
characterized in that the stand (26, is hoilow and 

wUh T 'or guiding the washing fluid 

within the stand (26). 

° c ■ fn' aPPllanCe aS clail " e<3 " lone of claims 10 to 22] 

g claijUO, characterized in that the container (10) has an 

S' eSSentlall y cylindrical configuration relative to a center line. 

» claim ?i" T e aPPUanCe 35 Clal "' ed " [one of claim, 10 to 23] 

£iSHLl£. characterized in that a base region (32. of the con- 
tainer (10) has a conical configuration and is provided with a 
central drain ,34, and an annular feed ,36, for the washing fluid. 

26. The appliance as claimed in [one of claims 10 to 25] 
clai^O, characterized in that a plurality of containers ,10, 
are connected in parallel and/or in series. 

claim Z' T S aPPUanCe aS ° lail " ed in tone of claims 10 to 26] 
Siaip characterized in that the gap is configured between 
two boundary walls ,52. 54,, of which a first boundary wall ,52, 
lon « er th *n the second boundary wall (54). - 
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